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A reading or study group consisting of a table and a chair or
two is a convenience in a living room. Good lighting for day
and night is essential, and so this group should be located near a
window.
A special writing group needs a large desk and a chair that is
comfortable for writing. It should have a good lamp and be near
a window and bookshelves. Reading and writing groups should
be as far away from the conversation group as possible.
A music enjoyment group may consist merely of a radio, flanked
by two easy chairs, and a low stool. A radio, phonograph, and
records are often placed close to a sofa. The person who likes to
lie on a sofa and listen to the radio should have a low end table
radio that can be reached comfortably.
The piano is a difficult article to locate properly, as it is large
enough to upset the balance of even a fair-sized room. A group
of windows, a sofa with pictures above, high bookshelves, a secre-
tary, or a fireplace provide enough balance for a piano placed
against the opposite wall. A grand piano should stand with its
keyboard parallel to a wall. See page 172. It is permissible to
place a chair or a table in the curve of a grand piano.
An upright piano is usually backed against a wall, but where
there is space enough it may be placed to make an interesting
division in the room by standing with an end to the wall and pos-
sibly its back to the door. It may thus serve to give privacy
where the entrance door opens directly into the living room. A
sofa and a piano should not usually be placed at the same end of
a room.
A tall, important article like a bookcase, secretary, or cabinet
is sometimes needed across the room to balance the fireplace or
the center of interest. Several specially designed stackabie units,
such as a television cabinet, record player, picture projector, and
bookshelves may be combined to save space and give height.
A woman should rearrange her furniture occasionally in spite
of the objections of the men of the family. A reasonable amount
of change keeps the atmosphere of the home interesting and alive.
Unusual arrangements should be tried, such as placing the end
of a table or a flat desk against a wall Audacity is an excellent
quality to exercise when arranging furniture.

